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NFP Cultural Heritage Survey Project 2010-2015

Background:

• National Forest Programme (NFP) stated 
in 2010: 

”Culture associated with forests is to be 

honoured, cherished and developed further.” honoured, cherished and developed further.” 

� Metsähallitus launched the largest field 
survey of cultural heritage in the history 
of Finland

• Six year project - 10 achaeologists and 
almost 4 million hectares of multiple-use 
forests surveyed



Project goals

• to survey all multiple-use forests

• to educate forest workers

• to ensure the conservation of cultural 
heritage sites

• to promote sustainable use of forests• to promote sustainable use of forests

• to fulfill the requirements of 

• Antiquities Act 

• Built Heritage Act 

• Land Use and Building Act 

• Forest Certification



Methods

• Office work before the survey was very
important

• Background material:

• Old maps

• Information from the Metsähallitus´s• Information from the Metsähallitus´s
databases

• Laser scanning material

• Interviews

• Work was done as a team

• Data and photographs from each site 
were saved in Metsähallitus’s
information system



Results

• Over 10,000 protected cultural heritage 
sites spanning 10,000 years 

• Number of fixed antiquities protected 
under the Antiquities Act in multiple-use 
forests nearly quadrupledforests nearly quadrupled

• In Lapland, the oldest sites identified 
during the project moved back the 
earliest known period of inhabitation by 
up to a thousand years

• First project to carry out systematic 
mapping and protection of sites of 
military history not protected by 
Antiquities Act



Cultural Heritage as Part 
of Silviculture

• Each team educated Metsähallitus´s
local personnel on how to identify a site 
and how to protect it

• New fieldwork guidelines that both 
planning officers and contractors can planning officers and contractors can 
take to the sites were produced during
the survey

• Data and photographs on each site are 
available to planning officers right from 
the silviculture planning stage



Cultural Heritage - Research, teaching and turism

Open data (only in Finnish)

• All reports can be found from Metsähallitus´s webpage

• http://www.metsa.fi/inventointiraportit

• Pictures are available f everyone in Kantapuu database• Pictures are available f everyone in Kantapuu database

• http://www.kantapuu.fi

• E-book about the project and about cultural heritage

• http://www.e-julkaisu.fi/metsahallitus/metsiin_kadonneet/

• Blog about the cultural heritage

• http://kulttuuriperintoinventointi.blogspot.fi



CulturalCultural HeritageHeritage sitessites



Stone Age dwelling sites

Prehistory (ca. 9 000 BCE-

1200 CE)

Pirttivaara, Rovaniemi

Mustaperä, Taivalkoski



Finds

Harjunnokka, Taivalkoski

Komminsärkkä, Suomussalmi



Giant´s Church

Bronze Age burial cairns

Jättiläissaari, Muhos

Puosinkallio, Salo



Pits for storing meat

Hunting pits

Latvavaara, Yli-Ii

Ylimmäinen Santajärvi, Inari



Cultural Heritage of Sámi
people

Rectangular hearths

Seida (place of worship)

Vuánnážiikedgi (Vetehisenkivi), Inari

Illestijoki, Inari



Relics of the historical 
era (ca. 1200-1800)

Tar pits

Haukiperänkangas, Suomussalmi



Graves

Memorial trees

Vuosilukulampi, Kuhmo

Kovajärvi, Taivalkoski



Forgotten paths

Hyrynhiekka, Suomussalmi



Reindeer herding

Younger Cultural Heritage
(ca. 1900-1960)

Kuoppapää, Inari

Pulkka-aho, Taivalkoski



Logging and log floating

Palmikkijoki, Valtimo

Syväjärvi, Ilomantsi



Watermills

Hay barns

Pello

Huutokaarre, Suomussalmi



Abandoned houses

Etelämäki, Rautavaara

Kujanginlehto, Nurmes



Dark Heritage (World War II)

Aitalammit, Salla



Soviet partisans

Petäjä-Raatelmaselkä, Savukoski

Tahkomännikkö, Savukoski



Prisoner-of-war camps

Satasaari, Taivalkoski

Korppivaara, Inari



Military railway Hyrynsalmi-Kuusamo 

Taivalkoski

Vääkiö, Suomussalmi



German military stronghold

Lautavaara, Rovaniemi



www.facebook.com/metsahallitus
www.twitter.com/metsahallitus

www.metsa.fi


